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Essilor Canada improves lives by improving sight

in the Laurentians

Dedicated to improving lives by improving sight, a group of 104 employees from Essilor Canada and their
partners: the Eye Disease Foundation, the Essilor Vision Foundation, the École d’optométrie de l’Université
de Montréal and 6 volunteer optometrists have given back to the community in St. Jerome, Quebec, last
January 12. Students from four primary schools were provided with a vision screening and free eyeglasses
when needed.

Giving back in the framework of Essilor’s National Sales Meeting
This mission, organized in the framework of Essilor’s National Sales Meeting, allowed 253 St. Jerome
students to benefit from a vision screening. Of these, 162 had good vision, 70 were referred to an optometrist
for a more thorough examination and 21 had to make an urgent appointment with an optometrist.

“We have now integrated this type of Giving Back in the structure of our National Sales Meetings. Regardless
of where the meeting takes place, we look to help people see the world better by partnering with the local
Eyecare Professionals and their Associations”, says Essilor Canada President Pierre Bertrand.

20 years of expertise in vision screening
Essilor has been organizing and participating into vision screenings for the last twenty years. It started with
the general public, in the framework of the Bouquinistes du Saint-Laurent events, and then expanded in 2002
with the Opening Eyes program of the Special Olympics when Essilor became the official supplier of lenses
for the Canadian athletes who participate in these events, where many employees also volunteer. In 2006,
Essilor Canada became involved in the Join and See program of the Eye Disease Foundation, which brings
vision screenings to primary schools in underprivileged neighborhoods, to provide organizational support as
well as free lenses for children who need them. Vision screenings in primary schools also take place in British
Columbia and Alberta.

(Photos on next page)

– 30 –

SOURCE : Marie-Claude Deschamps, Communications Manager
Essilor Canada
514 337-2943 ext. 3218
mdeschamps@essilor.ca



News Release - Essilor Canada

Essilor Canada - February 2017

Visual acuity test From left to right: Richard Jarry- Manager Major
Accounts- Professional Relations Essilor, Sanaz
Malekeh - Executive Director – Essilor Mission in
Canada, Isabelle Tremblay-Dawson - Marketing
ManagerTransitions, Pierre Bertrand, President of
Essilor and Steve Lachance – General Manager Eye
disease Foundation

One of the four groups of volunteer employees with two of the optometrists (in blue and in red in
the centre of the picture)


