
For immediate release

IRIS THE VISUAL GROUP ACQUIRES IT’S  
FIRST LOCATION IN THE MARITIMES

Laval, QC (March 8, 2017) — IRIS, The Visual Group (1990) Inc. announced today its 
acquisition of “Blanchard & Soicher” from Fredericton, New Brunswick. 

This clinic founded in 1984 by Drs. Marisa Blanchard and Mel Soicher, offers the full 
gamut of optometric services and is known for its family-style approach.

Dr. Michael Chaiken, President and CEO of IRIS is pleased to announce this acquisition 
as a first step into the penetration of the Maritime market and as another notch in 
the furtherance of its pan-Canadian expansion project. “We are particularly proud of 
the fact that IRIS is now present from coast to coast.  Drs. Blanchard and Soicher will 
continue to practice with Dr. Michael Lawson. When IRIS considers the acquisition of 
a clinic, similar values to those of the acquiree is of utmost importance. This similarity 
was obvious from the very first meetings with Drs. Blanchard and Soicher.  With the ex-
cellent team in place, we can rest assured that the population of Fredericton will enjoy 
the highest quality services and products in the eye care industry.”

Founded in 1990, IRIS The Visual Group has become the largest network of eye care 
professionals in Canada. Thanks to a distinctive concept and commitment to highest 
quality products and services, IRIS has managed to differentiate itself in the eye care 
industry. 

About IRIS The Visual Group  IRIS is Canada’s largest 
network of integrated eye care professionals including optometrists, opticians and 
ophthalmologists. Thanks to this distinctive concept and commitment to excellence, 
IRIS continues to provide high quality eye care services including LASIK and 
intra-ocular surgery to hundreds of thousands of patients every year across Canada.
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For more information or to schedule an interview please contact:
Dr. Daryan Angle, Optometrist
Executive Vice President
daryan.angle@iris.ca
cell: 519.496.1184
toll free: 1.800.363.6378


