
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
October 6, 2020 

FIGHTING BLINDNESS CANADA BRINGS LAUGHTER TO THE COMFORT OF YOUR 
HOME WITH A NEW COMEDY FROM THE COUCH VIRTUAL EXPERIENCE 
 
TORONTO – On Saturday October 17, Canadians are invited to join from the comfort of their 
couch in a few good laughs, all in support of sight-saving research. 
 
With COVID-19 continuing to impact in-person events, Fighting Blindness Canada’s longstanding 
Comic Vision and Last Call fundraising events from across Canada have joined forces to offer a 
NEW virtual Comedy from the Couch experience, complete with fun snacks delivered to your 
door, auction, prizes, and interactive activities!  
 
“COVID-19 has had a significant impact on our fundraising this year, creating a $1,000,000 gap 
in critical funding for vision research and programs that allow us to serve the vision loss 
community,” said Doug Earle, President and CEO of Fighting Blindness Canada. “With Comedy 
from the Couch, we aim to touch the hearts of all Canadians, providing some much-needed 
humour during a time that has been challenging for all of us, while ensuring that finding new 
treatments and cures for blinding eye diseases keep moving forward.”   
 
Comedy from the Couch will feature clips and conversations with comedian favourites from 
Comic Vision’s 21 year history, and will be hosted by Steve Patterson from CBC’s The Debaters 
and Vancouver’s Fred Lee, with a special conversation with Mark Critch from ‘This Hour Has 22 
Minutes’. The virtual comedy experience will also feature live chats with select comedians, an 
online auction, contest, and highlights of Fighting Blindness Canada’s mission to fund vision 
research.   
 
Comedy from the Couch tickets can be purchased individually or as a package until October 
15. Sponsorships for larger groups and organizations are available. Each ticket or package 
purchased will receive a private URL, a contest entry, and snacks.  
 
Date & Time: Saturday, October 17, 2020, 8 p.m. EDT/5 p.m. PDT  
Fundraising Goal: $175,000 in support of Fighting Blindness Canada mission to advance new 
treatments and cures for blinding eye diseases. 
How to Join: Tickets can be purchased at comicvision.ca or 1.800.461.3331 ext. 226. 
How to Spread the Word: Post on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter using the hashtag 
#comedyfromthecouch and tag @ComicVision.  
 
Please see email attachments for images.  
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About Fighting Blindness Canada: 
 
Fighting Blindness Canada (FBC) is the largest charitable funder of vision research in Canada. 
With research at the heart of its focus, FBC has contributed over $40 million towards sight-
saving treatments and cures for blinding eye diseases. With the support of its generous donors, 
FBC has funded over 200 research grants that explore the biology of vision, as well as essential 
pre-clinical and clinical vision research designed to connect patients to emerging treatments.  
 
To learn more, visit fightingblindness.ca or call 1-800-461-3331. For vision health inquiries, 
contact FBC’s Health Information Line  at 1-888-626-2995 or email 
healthinfo@fightingblindness.ca. 
 
FBC Media Contact: 
Jackie Rosen, Executive Assistant 
416-360-4200 Ext. 246 
jrosen@fightingblindness.ca 
 
Comedy from the Couch Event Contact: 
Susan Techner, Manager, Comic Vision and Third Party 
416.360.4200 Ext. 226 
stechner@fightingblindness.ca  
 
 


