
 
 

CooperVision, Optometry Giving Sight, and Special Olympics  
Partner to Enhance Eye Care for People with Intellectual Disabilities 

  
  
SAN RAMON, Calif., April 7, 2021 – CooperVision, Optometry Giving Sight and Special 
Olympics have come together to support the Special Olympics Lions Clubs International 
Foundation Opening Eyes® program, which aims to strengthen vision care inclusion for 
individuals with intellectual disabilities. The organizations have committed $300,000 
through 2023 to provide Special Olympics athletes with high-quality vision and eye 
health screenings, prescription eyewear and sports goggles, while also providing 
improved education and training for eye care professionals (ECPs) and optometry 
students so they are better able to meet the unique needs of this marginalized group.   
  
“Our athletes suffer some of the lowest access to vision care of any population globally,” 
said Dr. Alicia Bazzano, Chief Health Officer, Special Olympics. “Globally, 35% of our 
Special Olympics athletes need new prescription glasses and 23% have never even had 
an eye exam. Together with CooperVision and Optometry Giving Sight, we are able to 
continue to bring the benefits of Opening Eyes around the world and help close the gap 
to access to vision care for people with intellectual disabilities.” 
  
Now present in over 90 nations, the Special Olympics Lions Clubs International 
Foundation Opening Eyes® program has helped strengthen national health systems 
while creating increased access to care for individuals with intellectual disabilities, one of 
the most socially isolated, at-risk population subsets. Since its founding, Opening Eyes 
has conducted over 430,000 screenings and provided over 259,000 prescription 
eyeglasses and sport goggles to Special Olympics athletes around the world. The 
program has also offered practical training opportunities for over 50,000 ECPs and 
students.  
  
The sponsorship dollars will be used to promote vision care inclusion as part of Special 
Olympics programming in Kenya, starting in 2021, and in the United States in 2022. As 
part of the partnership focus, the financial and technical support offered by CooperVision 
and Optometry Giving Sight will enable the following: 
  

Vision screenings: Opening Eyes services, including vision and eye health 
screenings, will be expanded to reach additional Special Olympics athletes. 
  
Training for ECPs: The organizations will host webinars and support e-learning 
modules to educate ECPs on the visual and eye health needs of persons with 
intellectual disabilities to enable better care for this segment of the population. 
  
Resources for athletes: CooperVision and Optometry Giving Sight will supply 
videos to inform athletes and their families about various aspects of eye care, such 
as the anatomy of the eye, and how to care for glasses and contact lenses. 
  



 
The partnership in Kenya will engage additional institutional partners, such as the M.P. 
Shah Hospital in Nairobi and the Lions Clubs International Eye Hospitals across the 
country. 
   
In the United States, the partnership will bring the power of the Opening Eyes program to 
the 2022 Special Olympics USA Games in Orlando, Florida, making high-quality vision 
care a reality for over 2,000 athletes, while delivering clinical training for inclusive vision 
care to at least 50 ECPs, while supporting additional volunteer opportunities as part of the 
Opening Eyes program. 
  
“CooperVision is committed to helping people see better each day and we feel a sense of 
responsibility to bring the community together to help improve eye care” said Dan McBride, 
president, CooperVision. “We’re excited to support the Opening Eyes program to increase 
vision care inclusion and look forward to working with practitioners and our partners to 
build awareness and enable greater access to care.” 
  
“We believe all individuals deserve proper vision care to prevent blindness or other long-
term vision impairments. The support our partnership will provide the intellectually 
disabled community is an extension of the work we do to improve eye care for people 
around the world,” said Anne Marie Hand, Executive Director, North America, at 
Optometry Giving Sight. “We’re looking forward to our continued collaboration with 
CooperVision and this new opportunity with Special Olympics to facilitate vision care 
inclusion for this underserved population.” 
  

### 
  
  
About CooperVision  
CooperVision, a division of CooperCompanies (NYSE:COO), is one of the world’s leading 
manufacturers of contact lenses. The company produces a full array of daily disposable, 
two-week and monthly soft contact lenses that feature advanced materials and optics, and 
premium rigid gas permeable lenses for orthokeratology and scleral designs. 
CooperVision has a strong heritage of addressing the toughest vision challenges such as 
astigmatism, presbyopia, childhood myopia, and highly irregular corneas; and offers the 
most complete portfolio of spherical, toric and multifocal products available. Through a 
combination of innovative products and focused practitioner support, the company brings 
a refreshing perspective to the marketplace, creating real advantages for customers and 
wearers. For more information, visit www.coopervision.com. 
  
About Optometry Giving Sight 
Optometry Giving Sight is a global fundraising initiative that specifically targets the 
prevention of blindness and impaired vision due to uncorrected refractive error – simply 
the need for an eye exam and a pair of glasses. More than 1.2 billion people around the 
world are blind or vision impaired because they do not have access to an eye exam and 
the glasses they need. Donations enable Optometry Giving Sight to fund the solution by 
supporting programs that train local eye care professionals, establish vision centers for 



 
sustainability, and deliver eye care and low-cost glasses. For more information, visit 
www.givingsight.org.  
  
About Special Olympics 
Founded in 1968, Special Olympics is a global movement to end discrimination against 
people with intellectual disabilities. We foster acceptance of all people through the power 
of sport and programming in education, health, and leadership. With more than six 
million athletes and Unified Sports partners in over 190 countries and territories and 
more than one million coaches and volunteers, Special Olympics delivers more than 30 
Olympic-type sports and over 100,000 games and competitions every year. Engage with 
us on: Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, LinkedIn and our blog on Medium. Learn 
more at www.SpecialOlympics.org. 

The Special Olympics Lions Clubs International Foundation Opening Eyes program is 
changing lives in communities across the globe by providing comprehensive vision and 
eye health assessments, prescription glasses and sports goggles as well as sunglasses 
to Special Olympics athletes and people with intellectual disabilities in general. By 
engaging volunteer eye care practitioners, students and the wider eye care community, 
Opening Eyes is raising awareness and promotes best practices and techniques for vision 
and eye care services for people with special needs. 
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