
 

CooperVision Extends Partnership with Plastic Bank,  
Adds Vision Care Program for Collectors 

  
Collaboration Expands Support for People + Planet 

  
SAN RAMON, Calif., April 8, 2024—To make an even greater impact on People + Planet, 
CooperVision and Plastic Bank have renewed their net plastic neutrality partnership through 2026. 
With the extension, the partnership has expanded to include a vision care program to provide 
vision screenings and vouchers for complimentary eye exams and glasses for eligible Plastic Bank 
collection members in Indonesia, who are essential to CooperVision’s net plastic neutral 
partnership with Plastic Bank.1 

  
In partnership with Plastic Bank, CooperVision funds the collection and recycling of ocean-bound 
plastic equivalent to the weight of plastic used across a range of its participating soft contact 
lenses, including the lens, blister and packaging components, that are sold and distributed across 
27 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, and Asia-Pacific.*2 To date, the effort has 
prevented the equivalent of more than 305 million plastic bottles from entering the oceans, and 
through the extension,†2 CooperVision expects to more than double the total impact of its plastic 
neutrality initiative with Plastic Bank by the end of 2026.‡§3 

  
“The first three years of our partnership with Plastic Bank have had a significant impact in not only 
helping clean coastal communities by recycling plastic waste, but also in improving the livelihoods 
and economic stability of collection members,” said Aldo Zucaro, Senior Director of Corporate 
Responsibility at CooperCompanies.2,4 “As a global leader in contact lenses, CooperVision is 
committed to helping improve the way people see each day because it improves quality of life. 
Our collaboration with Plastic Bank now enables us to provide vision correction for qualifying 
collection members who are making a difference by removing plastic from the environment and 
oceans, which truly embodies our passion for supporting people and planet.”  
  
By the end of 2026, hundreds of collection members in Indonesia will be eligible to receive vision 
screenings through the new vision care program.1 

  
“At Plastic Bank, we envision a wasteless world and are committed to empowering communities 
and local entrepreneurs to end poverty,” said David Katz, Founder of Plastic Bank. “Collection 
members have limited access to basic eye care, and for many, this will be the first time they have 
received vision screenings and necessary vision correction. We know that vision impairment can 
affect quality of life, independence, and mobility. Working with CooperVision is not only bringing 
significant social benefits to our communities, but it is also bringing our vision of ending poverty to 
life.” 
  
CooperVision is continuously working to minimize environmental impact and operate more 
sustainably around the globe as part of broader efforts across CooperCompanies to contribute to 
the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Through the net plastic neutrality 
initiative, CooperVision and Plastic Bank have a shared commitment to protecting the planet, 
specifically by advancing life below water (SDGs 14 and 17) and responsible consumption and 
production (SDG 12).5 Research has shown that improved eye health reduces poverty and 



improves productivity and advances general health and well-being as well as educational 
outcomes (SDGs 1, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10, and 11).6  
  
The expanded partnership coincides with the relaunch of CooperVision’s sustainability platform, 
with a focus on reducing our carbon footprint, removing waste from our processes, and reframing 
our relationship with plastic, including considering ways to make plastic better. At the center of our 
sustainability platform is our commitment to design with intention and to embrace innovation as a 
means for caring for People + Planet. Our sustainability commitments include: 

• We design – and continuously redesign – to reduce our carbon footprint;│¶** 7 

• We collaborate and innovate, embracing our ingenuity to care for our planet and for each 

other; 

• We’re taking steps to conserve limited natural resources│†† 7 and are exploring ways to 

bring renewables into our manufacturing operations;‡‡§§ 7 

• By starting to offset waste from our products and packaging that cannot yet be reclaimed, 

we’re taking strides to improve the well-being of our planet;7 and  

• We work with partners to collect our manufacturing waste, recapturing resources and 

giving them new life when possible.|| 

  
“By simply prescribing and wearing CooperVision plastic-neutral contact lenses, eye care 
professionals and wearers are helping us in our commitment to sustainability—from our 
partnership with Plastic Bank, which focuses on improving communities through waste 
reclamation, to recovering and repurposing our own manufacturing waste, to sourcing 
responsibly,” said Zucaro. 
  
Learn more about CooperVision’s sustainability platform at https://coopervision.ca/about-

us/coopervision-sustainability. 

__________________________________ 

  
* Plastic used in participating CooperVision soft contact lens products is determined by the weight of plastic in the 

blister, the lens, and the secondary package, including laminates, adhesives, and auxiliary inputs (e.g. ink). The 
determination does not include plastic used during the manufacturing process for both these products and their 
packaging. 
† CooperVision, through its collaboration with Plastic Bank, has enabled the collection and conversion of approximately 

5.3M kg of plastic destined for waterways as of January 2024. Using Plastic Bank’s metric of 1kg of plastic equaling 50 
standard 202mm bottles, that will be the equivalent of approximately 263.7M plastic bottles not reaching our oceans.   
‡ Plastic Bank uses 1 kg of plastic equal to 50 bottles.  
§ Though its collaboration with Plastic Bank, CooperVision plans to have supported the collection and conversion of 

approximately 10.8M kg of plastic destined for waterways by the end of calendar 2026. Using Plastic Bank’s metric of 
1 kg of plastic equaling 50 standard 202mm bottles, that will be the equivalent of approximately 541M plastic bottles 
from reaching our oceans. 
| Refers to continuous manufacturing process undertaken by CooperVision to reduce its Scope 1 and 2 carbon 

emissions. 

¶ Carbon footprint is limited to Scope 1 and 2 emissions, defined as: Scope 1 emissions are direct emissions from 

owned or controlled sources. Scope 2 emissions are indirect emissions from the generation of purchased energy. 

** CooperVision’s 2022 Environmental, Social, and Governance Report.   

†† Natural resources are defined as, but not limited to, water, nitrogen, natural gas, and other organic compounds.  

‡‡ Renewables are defined as materials or energies that can be sustained indefinitely because of inexhaustible 

supplies or new growth. 

§§ CooperVision utilizes renewable materials and energies in its manufacturing operations. 

|| CooperVision’s 2020 Environmental, Social, and Governance Report.  
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About CooperVision  
CooperVision, a division of CooperCompanies (Nasdaq:COO), is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of contact 
lenses. The company produces a full array of daily disposable, two-week and monthly soft contact lenses that feature 
advanced materials and optics, and premium rigid gas permeable lenses for orthokeratology and scleral designs. 
CooperVision has a strong heritage of addressing the toughest vision challenges such as astigmatism, presbyopia, 
childhood myopia, and highly irregular corneas; and offers the most complete portfolio of spherical, toric and multifocal 
products available. Through a combination of innovative products and focused practitioner support, the company brings 
a refreshing perspective to the marketplace, creating real advantages for customers and wearers. For more information, 
visit www.coopervision.com. 

  

About CooperCompanies 

CooperCompanies (Nasdaq: COO) is a leading global medical device company focused on improving lives one person 
at a time. The Company operates through two business units, CooperVision and CooperSurgical. CooperVision is a 
trusted leader in the contact lens industry, improving the vision of millions of people every day. CooperSurgical is a 
leading fertility and women’s health company dedicated to assisting women, babies and families at the healthcare 
moments that matter most. Headquartered in San Ramon, Calif., CooperCompanies has a workforce of more than 
15,000 with products sold in over 130 countries. For more information, please visit www.coopercos.com.  
  
About Plastic Bank 

Plastic Bank envisions a wasteless world and empowers a Social Recycling movement to stop ocean plastic and help 
alleviate poverty. Our ethical collection communities exchange plastic waste as currency for income and life-improving 
benefits. Exchanges are recorded through our proprietary blockchain-secured platform that enables traceable collection, 
secure income, and verifies reporting. Collected material is processed into Social Plastic® feedstock for reuse in 
products and packaging.  
  
Plastic Bank and Social Plastic® are trademarks of the Plastic Bank Recycling Corporation.  
  
About the UN Sustainable Development Goals  
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all United Nations Member States in 2015, provides a 
shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and planet. At its heart are the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), which are an urgent call for action by all countries in a global partnership. For more information about 
the UN SDGs, visit https://sdgs.un.org/goals.  
  
Forward-Looking Statements  
This press release contains "forward-looking statements" as defined by the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 
1995. Statements relating to plans, prospects, goals, strategies, future actions, events or performance and other 
statements of which are other than statements of historical fact are forward looking. To identify these statements, look 
for words like "believes," "outlook," "probable," "expects," "may," "will," "should," "could," "seeks," "intends," "plans," 
"estimates" or "anticipates" and similar words or phrases. Forward-looking statements necessarily depend on 
assumptions, data or methods that may be incorrect or imprecise and are subject to risks and uncertainties. Among 
the factors that could cause our actual results and future actions to differ materially from those described in forward-
looking statements are: adverse changes in the global or regional general business, political and economic conditions, 
man-made or natural disasters and pandemic conditions and the potential adverse economic impact and related 
uncertainty caused by these items; a major disruption in the operations of our manufacturing, accounting and financial 
reporting, research and development or distribution facilities due to technological problems; new U.S. and foreign 
government laws and regulations, and changes in existing laws, regulations and enforcement guidance, which affect 
areas of our operations; risks related to environmental, social and corporate governance (ESG) issues, including 
those related to climate change and sustainability; and other events described in our Securities and Exchange 
Commission filings, including the “Business”, “Risk Factors” and "Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial 
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Condition and Results of Operations" sections in the Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year 
ended October 31, 2023, as such Risk Factors may be updated in annual and quarterly filings. We caution individuals 
that forward-looking statements reflect our analysis only on their stated date. We disclaim any intent to update them 
except as required by law. 

 


