
 

Contact Lens Institute Names 2026 Visionaries 

Diverse Group of Optometrists and Opticians Lend Insights on Contact Lens Benefits and Healthy 
Wear & Care Habits 

  

WASHINGTON, D.C., January 29, 2026—Contact Lens Institute™ has named 17 established and 

emerging eye care community leaders as 2026 Visionaries, recognizing a diverse group of 

professionals from the United States and Canada. Representing a broad mix of practice settings, 

specialties, and research interests, the Visionaries program was established in 2021 to elevate 

peer-to-peer engagement for soft contact lens innovation and best practices. 

Each Visionary has demonstrated a commitment to raising awareness of advances in soft contact 

lenses and prescribing benefits. Selected in part for their ability to connect with professional peers, 
they will contribute to initiatives that promote success through practical tools, data, and clinical 

and practice management insights, including Contact Lens Institute’s The EASY Way and See 

Tomorrow initiatives. 

Seven Visionaries return to the program after serving in prior years, while 10 are newly appointed. 

2026 members include: 

• Roxanne Achong-Coan OD, FAAO, FIAOMC, FSLS, Diplomate, AAO Section on Cornea, 

Contact Lens and Refractive Technologies, Coan Eye Care and Optical Boutique, Ocoee, 

Fla.* 

• Kelsea Brown, OD, MyEyeDr, Atlanta, Ga. 

• Elaine Chen, OD, FAAO, FSLS, Diplomate, AAO Section on Cornea, Contact Lens and 

Refractive Technologies, Southern California College of Optometry, Marshall B. Ketchum 

University, Fullerton, Calif. 

• Jennifer Chinn, OD, Dr. Chinn’s Vision Care, San Diego, Calif. 

• Ryan Corte, OD, Northlake Eye, Charlotte and Asheville, N.C.* 

• Susan J. Gromacki, OD, MS, FAAO, FSLS, Diplomate, AAO Section on Cornea, Contact Lens 

and Refractive Technologies, First Sight Vision Care, Fulton, Md.*   

• Michael Gzik, ABO, NCLE, New York Optometric, Syracuse, NY 

• Jennifer Liao, OD, FAAO, FSLS, New England College of Optometry (NECO) Center for Eye 

Care, Boston* 

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.NucktcIowIp4B7InnqhcobzvjS5-2BtHNJnql67EuO9Pc-2ByVShrDcm3i-2FURaJDOKkWcGyV_uOYHcU-2FpdePDyLnWWz-2FNOmZ1hjM4k3YG8DjpwooTKkFFY1atntgDxF-2BZ5wHcN8YXgsVY0COIG2DapcLhbUoZYVH659rJbLcOCaKXBPINpocW2ynrwZlg6K6AhMlM9GehgkY9t9e-2BWPcLAVAtjpqMntEG5oYndRVpx2A-2BzRveXVJ3jz2N2DGRQlquUzaqrufKNI6B0-2BZi8bo-2FD1PEESR6HR4usn3SpKTVYZZRrExDd5-2FfdN4rI3-2B5bO8p74GpIz-2B4hLma0z6PZ7YaX8tQcGmqvs2sh9G37pGm1CsYEmyIxljCDKtqAVFZ-2FV0vLoFWamGTs6WaBG-2BODiH8qUCC6YZuze6m3mq-2F6zmoFnBGfEiixM46xdWCHEzlJZQt3BuIX8Gc
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.NucktcIowIp4B7InnqhcobzvjS5-2BtHNJnql67EuO9Pf9dfK1mA2wAQSLP9pUTnsWXJMaWmzDFC0IMtrWLHop4A-3D-3DwxcX_uOYHcU-2FpdePDyLnWWz-2FNOmZ1hjM4k3YG8DjpwooTKkFFY1atntgDxF-2BZ5wHcN8YXgsVY0COIG2DapcLhbUoZYVH659rJbLcOCaKXBPINpocW2ynrwZlg6K6AhMlM9GehgkY9t9e-2BWPcLAVAtjpqMntEG5oYndRVpx2A-2BzRveXVJ3jz2N2DGRQlquUzaqrufKNI6B0-2BZi8bo-2FD1PEESR6HXH-2BsZ-2BZCTJaQ9fLL-2BbzbxC0rK3lpD9Qfrz-2BugMjgcXad13r0X37UrZmqJaWepbmk0WGc0dCvhTyuwGWwZ0Wgi-2BMtZIjZHHckf47K8Adfj-2FyGNj0mC7W3JH7rj3ThWUOvQRctRSba-2BWjr-2BWdKXSrmjYDS9zFkclNJtzsasYWtiIm
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.ZNyZAahBuXuw464EBRXTu-2BVh8h3NvjYwdyv8ijx59U3e-2BvyR7bt-2BXXK1mRxZ447qjM6o_uOYHcU-2FpdePDyLnWWz-2FNOmZ1hjM4k3YG8DjpwooTKkFFY1atntgDxF-2BZ5wHcN8YXgsVY0COIG2DapcLhbUoZYVH659rJbLcOCaKXBPINpocW2ynrwZlg6K6AhMlM9GehgkY9t9e-2BWPcLAVAtjpqMntEG5oYndRVpx2A-2BzRveXVJ3jz2N2DGRQlquUzaqrufKNI6B0-2BZi8bo-2FD1PEESR6Heg8u4x5sIsIcqMZMzCC30mHDKYp9NknmtpwB4oFVHyiRRSLxIlJ4-2FS3Eb0e25UjDVxREOyjxdgZ0IcqHRtoqp8KALvxbkH9TGENhodbePnZj5zeHDhhICMo9xtJgenfOzAqayT6E5wAd6Zbys9XlLy9gxKlf1eY5da-2BJkHoth-2Bw
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.NucktcIowIp4B7InnqhcoahuTl-2BxgRa-2B0V-2FRO8sn2CVcg9R-2BsTUlvgEROsCE-2FLbDuVMO_uOYHcU-2FpdePDyLnWWz-2FNOmZ1hjM4k3YG8DjpwooTKkFFY1atntgDxF-2BZ5wHcN8YXgsVY0COIG2DapcLhbUoZYVH659rJbLcOCaKXBPINpocW2ynrwZlg6K6AhMlM9GehgkY9t9e-2BWPcLAVAtjpqMntEG5oYndRVpx2A-2BzRveXVJ3jz2N2DGRQlquUzaqrufKNI6B0-2BZi8bo-2FD1PEESR6HZtdumH-2FDY2Ei40pHM62UIcyWIEH8Pu5cK-2FQ8iXEBKAF0eyEj8PSq2DfsgmlJVTrziuwbh0Rztx7ycEQtCyO-2B-2FybLbVKcV5xMiwF2UrGF95koexHNqPJSgRbgKf5zm3bMvBX-2B8gukjDrLx1EkeDSjMc295-2FycKnDVV3hKzGa6jyF
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.NucktcIowIp4B7InnqhcoahuTl-2BxgRa-2B0V-2FRO8sn2CVcg9R-2BsTUlvgEROsCE-2FLbDuVMO_uOYHcU-2FpdePDyLnWWz-2FNOmZ1hjM4k3YG8DjpwooTKkFFY1atntgDxF-2BZ5wHcN8YXgsVY0COIG2DapcLhbUoZYVH659rJbLcOCaKXBPINpocW2ynrwZlg6K6AhMlM9GehgkY9t9e-2BWPcLAVAtjpqMntEG5oYndRVpx2A-2BzRveXVJ3jz2N2DGRQlquUzaqrufKNI6B0-2BZi8bo-2FD1PEESR6HZtdumH-2FDY2Ei40pHM62UIcyWIEH8Pu5cK-2FQ8iXEBKAF0eyEj8PSq2DfsgmlJVTrziuwbh0Rztx7ycEQtCyO-2B-2FybLbVKcV5xMiwF2UrGF95koexHNqPJSgRbgKf5zm3bMvBX-2B8gukjDrLx1EkeDSjMc295-2FycKnDVV3hKzGa6jyF


• Heidi Miller, OD, FAAO, FSLS, Principal Optometrist, UC Davis Health, Sacramento, Calif. 

• Sheila Morrison, OD, MS, FAAO, FSLS, FCCSO, Mission Eye Care, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

• Julian Prosia, OD, Mountain Eyecare, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 

• Renée E. Reeder, OD, FAAO, FBCLA, FSLS, FIACLE, FNAP, Diplomate, AAO Section on 

Cornea, Contact Lens and Refractive Technologies, Kentucky College of Optometry, 

University of Pikeville, Pikeville, Ky. 

• Maria Sampalis, OD, Sampalis Eyecare, Cranston, R.I. 

• Scott Samples, FCLSA, NCLE-M, CPOT, Dean McGee Eye Institute, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

• Harbir Sian, OD, Highstreet Eyecare Center and Clarity Eyecare, British Columbia, Canada*  

• Jennifer Stewart, OD, Look New Canaan, New Canaan, Conn.* 

• Shauna Thornhill, OD, Amarillo Vision Specialists, Amarillo, Texas* 

*Returning Visionary 

  

“Visionaries are chosen not only for their contact lens clinical expertise, but for their passion for 

sharing what works—with patients, colleagues, staff, and partners,” said Stan Rogaski, Contact 
Lens Institute executive director. “We congratulate our newest appointees and welcome back our 

returning group. Multiple 2026 initiatives are underway in which they’re already taking part, with 

much more to come.”  

  

Contact Lens Institute advances the latest innovations in safe and effective contact lens and lens 
care products and services that provide unique benefits to patients while satisfying the evolving 
needs of eye care professionals. The organization undertakes activities that properly assess, 

enhance, promote and balance contact lens and lens care industry welfare and growth, including 

the safe use of products in the marketplace. Its members include Alcon, Bausch + Lomb, 

CooperVision, and Johnson & Johnson Vision. For more information, visit contactlensinstitute.org. 

  

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.ZNyZAahBuXuw464EBRXTuzuYpTJ-2BYkob4pDdz1A-2FZQ2-2BaPAx2J3yzQ6jO-2FYwJ5G-2F7TCI_uOYHcU-2FpdePDyLnWWz-2FNOmZ1hjM4k3YG8DjpwooTKkFFY1atntgDxF-2BZ5wHcN8YXgsVY0COIG2DapcLhbUoZYVH659rJbLcOCaKXBPINpocW2ynrwZlg6K6AhMlM9GehgkY9t9e-2BWPcLAVAtjpqMntEG5oYndRVpx2A-2BzRveXVJ3jz2N2DGRQlquUzaqrufKNI6B0-2BZi8bo-2FD1PEESR6HSK0ypuYlbIUp6YdcCMCA3NX0TnZrAiQbKYNREBhzS8PKC-2BdNzaGWKK-2Bt4YOOuyLKCI-2F1vUs-2BJowBcZDqx1ovHX4qFaUPSD4PYlXJ6nCxa5S46WF8-2Bcd6610wkRMwtzMy0PGN0P85l4HftImk7x4qjGRZ82D98rfuSPnZxUxzMQ-2F


 

  

Pictured from left to right: 

Top row: Roxanne Achong-Coan, Kelsea Brown, Elaine Chen, Jennifer Chinn 

Second row: Ryan Corte, Susan J. Gromacki, Michael Gzik, Jennifer Liao 

Third row: Heidi Miller 

Fourth row: Sheila Morrison, Julian Prosia, Renée Reeder, Maria Sampalis 

Fifth row: Scott Samples, Harbir Sian, Jennifer Stewart, Shauna Thornhill 
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MEDIA CONTACT 

Aimee J. Lewis, McDougall Communications for Contact Lens Institute 



+1.585.414.9838 or aimee@mcdougallpr.com 
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