
 

Contact Lens Institute Culture Awards  

Nominations Now Open 

  

Program Honors Individuals Who Exemplify Outstanding  

Contact Lens Prescribing Behaviors and Actions  

  

WASHINGTON, D.C., July 9, 2026—Nominations are now being accepted for the fourth annual 

Contact Lens Institute® (CLI) Culture Awards through October 1. The program honors eye care 

professionals who cultivate a positive contact lens culture by demonstrating behaviors that 

enhance patient experiences and support practice success, as reflected in CLI’s recent See 

Tomorrow research reports. 

Individuals within the U.S. and Canadian eye care community who prescribe or support soft contact 

lenses are eligible for consideration. Self-nominations are allowed and encouraged. Previous 

winners will continue to be celebrated and do not need to reapply. Complete nomination 

information is available at contactlensinstitute.org/awards. 

  

"Each year, the Contact Lens Institute Culture Awards highlight eye care professionals who are 

making a lasting difference through the way they recommend, support, and champion contact lens 
wear," said Stan Rogaski, executive director of Contact Lens Institute. "Their commitment to patient 

education, practice excellence, and team engagement helps create stronger contact lens cultures 

that benefit both patients and practices. We look forward to recognizing another outstanding group 

of innovators and advocates across the U.S. and Canada." 

  

Nominators simply need to provide a concise response (750 words or less in total) that addresses at 

least two of the following questions: 

  

• How has the nominee enhanced patient outcomes using soft contact lenses?  

  

• What initiatives, processes, or projects has the nominee put into place in their practice that 

enhances a positive culture for recommending soft contact lenses and patient wear? 
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• How does the nominee engage practice staff to take an active advocacy role for healthy, 
healthy, safe use, and happy soft contact lens wear? 

  

• Can you describe a particular nominee-patient interaction that exemplifies how soft contact 
lenses have changed or improved a patient’s life, and which may inspire colleagues? 

  

Nominators are encouraged to reference positive contact lens behaviors identified in recent See 

Tomorrow reports, which are available for online viewing or download 

at  https://www.contactlensinstitute.org/resources/see-tomorrow/. 

  

Nominations must include the name/location/practice name/contact information of the 

candidate(s), as well as the name/affiliation/contact information for the nominator. Groups are 
eligible as long as all individuals are named, with a clearly designated leader. Entries must be 

emailed no later than October 1, 2026, at 11:59 pm ET to cli@contactlensinstitute.org. The 

submission can be written within the body of the email or attached as a Word or PDF document. 

Questions may be sent to the same address. 

  

Selection will be at the sole discretion of the CLI Board of Directors. Honorees will be announced by 

Contact Lens Institute in November 2026, with ongoing recognition into the following year.  

  

Previous Culture Award Winners include: 

2025 Honorees 

  

• Sheila Morrison, OD, MS, FAAO, FSLS, FCCSO, Mission Eye Care, Calgary, Alberta, Canada.  

• Heidi Pham-Murphy, OD; Thuy Phung, OD; Thomas Murphy, OD; John Baskett, OD; Roman 

Goals, OD, and Jennifer Fong, OD, a team at Eye Designs Optometry and Visions Optometry 
in the Sacramento, Calif. area.  

• Joshua Olson, OD, MA, Colorado Eye Center/Sunrise Vision Care, Boulder, Colo.  

• Scott Samples, FLCSA, NCLEM, CPOT, Dean McGee Eye Institute, Oklahoma City, Okla.  

• Susanna Tamkins, OD, Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, Miami, Fla. 

 

2024 Honorees 

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.NucktcIowIp4B7InnqhcobzvjS5-2BtHNJnql67EuO9Pd1LBss73ndh-2FVZ1a-2BcnuQ3LcfepdSsbgV-2Bj9MnTEndnHdmU3GJzqtuQriNd2dKfWU-3DHDAj_uOYHcU-2FpdePDyLnWWz-2FNOmZ1hjM4k3YG8DjpwooTKkFFY1atntgDxF-2BZ5wHcN8YXgsVY0COIG2DapcLhbUoZYVH659rJbLcOCaKXBPINpocW2ynrwZlg6K6AhMlM9GehQYJgmfNBNWesT2DPTfTX5niOSLcNkk5q549fpDw4xkNKK0-2F1X2NEupuAfgboKBOizHBfOOG-2FTR4CZFWxafFJOUG-2Fj1d3FhQwB9mAUBdLw2ZkphLJOr-2FDxCoebBM0yjARaZtyiAATINzGdBjQJ1k1wRwXIHlC-2FYyVUcxOT10MFf3SMledoYWhz09d-2FKrcBMdi74n1hU8dQKHz4LZFLGkPt9qqNW2i6VHh92WoD-2F8vAVg9ZwNzvOhyKUUcFH-2BxEi1K
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• Jennifer Liao, OD, FAAO, FSLS, New England College of Optometry (NECO) Center for Eye 

Care, Boston 

• Chandler Mann, OD, Stone Oak Vision Source, San Antonio 

• Wes McCann, OD, Central Optometry & Upper Richmond Optometry, London, Ontario, 

Canada 

• Jennifer L. Stewart, OD, Look New Canaan, New Canaan, Conn. 

  

2023 Honorees  

• Advanced Eye Care Professionals, Oak Lawn, Ill. 

• Athens Eye Care, Athens, Ohio 

• Coan Eye Care and Optical Boutique, Ocoee, Fla. – Roxanne Achong-Coan, OD, FAAO, 

FIAOMC, FSLS 

• Contact Lens Institute of Seattle*, Seattle, Wash. – Noha Seif, OD, FAAO, FSLS 

• Dry Eye & Wellness Center (Sugar Land, TX) – Faheem Inayatali, OD, MBA, MPH, FAAO, Dipl. 

ABO 

• First Sight Vision Care, Fulton, Md. – Susan J. Gromacki, OD, MS, FAAO, FSLS, Kelly Molina, 
Brittany Montgomery, Callie Salmons 

• Laria Eye Care & Optical, Miami, Fla. – Vicky Fischer, OD 

• Northwest Tennessee Eye Clinic, Martin, Tenn. – Frances Bynum, OD 

• Treehouse Eyes, Vienna, Va. – Stephanie Bray-Voorhes 

• University of Mississippi Medical Center, Jackson, Miss. – Roya Attar, OD, MBA, DHA 

• Winchester Optical, Winchester, Mass. – Joseph Deering, OD 

• West Point Optical Group / Family First Vision Care, Roswell, Ga. & Jacksonville, Fla. – John 

Womack, OD  

  

*Note: The Contact Lens Institute of Seattle is not affiliated with CLI 

  

Contact Lens Institute advances the latest innovations in safe and effective contact lens and lens 
care products and services that provide unique benefits to patients while satisfying the evolving 
needs of eye care professionals. CLI undertakes activities that properly assess, enhance, promote 

and balance contact lens and lens care industry welfare and growth, including the safe use of 



products in the marketplace. Its members include Alcon, Bausch + Lomb, CooperVision, and 
Johnson & Johnson Vision. For more information, visit contactlensinstitute.org.  

  

# # # 

  

MEDIA CONTACT 

  

Aimee J. Lewis, McDougall Communications for Contact Lens Institute 

+1.585 414-9838 or aimee@mcdougallpr.com  
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